Risk Assessment Literature Review 

Findings

Survivors of violence seek assistance in a variety of ways.  Some may seek assistance from the Criminal Justice System, CAS, shelters, healthcare professionals or family supports.  Regardless of where support is sought, each stakeholder seeks to provide assistance.  Given the tragedies that have occurred and the women who have lost their lives due to violence, various government initiatives and provincial studies have also sought to address violence against women
.  

Most risk assessments provide insight into the accused’s behavior; however, few thoroughly identify and address female risk factors.  Most risk assessment tools ask some questions regarding indicators that further identify a woman’s vulnerability to violence, such as the number of children, status in the country and access to phone.  Although these indicators are incorporated into risk assessment tools, there is little done with this information depending on what the stakeholder’s role is in addressing violence against women.  A review of the literature indicates that more attention needs to be paid to women’s “expertise”, and this should be included in the risk assessment process.  
Many women’s past experiences with systems and services leads them to believe that their opinions are not wanted and valued; thus, special care should be taken to ensure they are treated with compassion and respect.  A woman’s experience of repeat violence should be examined one event at a time; over time, there may be other indicators present depending on the event.  Systemic issues that place her at risk should also be taken into consideration by service providers and be given space with the discussion of risk assessment tools.  Violence against women should also be recognized as a systemic problem, particularly closely tied to sexism, but also other structural problems such as poverty.  These structural problems often act to trap women in abusive relationships.  Once identified, actions should then be taken to address these wider issues along with other issues identified and experienced by women.  A systemic view of violence against women may require more complex solutions than an individualized approach; however, systemic solutions are vital if violence against women is to be reduced significantly.  Moreover, the breadth of risk assessment needs to be examined and improved upon.  Risk assessment often focuses on fatality prevention to the neglect of general abuse prevention.  This significantly narrows the study and application of risk assessment and reduces the likelihood that these assessments will reduce violence against women.  

Finally, a study of risk assessment reveals a growing area within the field.  More regions within Ontario and across the country are setting up ‘high risk’ teams composed of the major stakeholders of “domestic violence”.  It is important that these teams include women – as women are the experts of their own situation.  High risk teams should avoid paternalistic and oppressive notions that the “experts” are systems representatives.  
Conclusion and Further Research
Risk assessment tools are used to assess and reduce recurring abuse and most are specific to risk of fatality.  These tools need improvement.  More specifically, there is a need to develop tools that address all aspects of a woman’s experience. A holistic assessment would result in more effective assessments and a reduction in repeat woman abuse.  

Annotated Bibliography

Berry, D. ( 2000).  The Domestic Violence Sourcebook.  Columbus, OH:  McGraw-Hill.  
This book takes a comprehensive look at the issue of family violence.  It includes historical, psychological, social, familial, and legal perspectives.  It offers information on prevention, recovery and practical steps survivors who are trying to escape violence can take.  
Campbell, J.  (2008).  The Danger Assessment:  Validation of Lethality Risk Assessment
Instrument for Intimate Partner Femicide.  Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 24(4):
653-674.   


This article discusses ‘The Danger Assessment’; an instrument used to assess the likelihood of lethality or near lethality in intimate partner violence.  It describes the development, validation and suggestions for use of this instrument.  It also discusses ways in which it can be further developed and improved.  
Campbell, J.  (2004).  Helping Women Understand their Risk in Situations of Intimate
Partner Violence.  Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 19(12), 1464-1477. 


This article examines a study of risk factors for homicide in violent intimate relationships.  It finds that half the women involved in the study, who were killed or were almost killed by their intimate partner, accurately perceived their risk of being killed.  It also found that women were unlikely to overestimate their risk; however, many underestimate the severity of their situation.  It was found that few homicide victims were seen by family violence advocates the year before they were killed; they were more likely to be seen by the health care system.  Ways in which abused women and the danger in their relationship can be identified and plans made to increase safety are also noted.
Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime.  Advocacy for Victims of Crime.  Retrieved
from http://crcvc.ca/docs/advocacy.pdf
This article discusses the usefulness of victim advocacy.  It notes what is needed from advocates, what advocates do for victims, who can become advocates and tips for effective advocacy.  It also looks at various advocacy groups, their accomplishments and potential future developments.  
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.  (June 2001).  Children in Shelters for Abused
Women In Family Violence in Canada:  A Statistical Profile 2001 (Section 5).
Catalogue no. 85224 XIE.  Retrieved from http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85224-x/85
224-x2001000
eng.pdf
This article provides statistical profiles on Canadian family violence.  Section 5 includes a statistical profile of changes in woman abuse shelters, residents and transition homes.  It
also notes statistics related to children in woman abuse shelters, services provided to these children at the shelters and profiles of the women found in shelters.
Douglas, J & Kropp, R.  (2002).  A Prevention-Based Paradigm for Violence Risk
Assessment.  Criminal Justice and Behavior, 29(5), 617-658. 

This article outlines and describes the model of prevention-based violence risk assessment and management.  It discusses related clinical and research implications of this model.  It also explores the nature of the clinical tasks stemming from the model and the validation procedure required to evaluate it.    

Duffy, A & Momirov, J.  ( 1997).  Family Violence:  A Canadian Introduction.  Toronto,
ON:  Lorimer Publishing.


This book comprehensively addresses the subject of family violence from a feminist perspective.  It covers the different forms that abuse can take, the various family members who can be affected, the social and historical roots of family violence and the effects of economic crises on family stress.  

Echeburua, E, Fernandez-Montalvo, J, de Corral, P & Lopez-Goni, J.J.  (2009).  Assessing
Risk Markers in Intimate Partner Femicide and Severe Violence:  A New
Assessment Instrument.  Journal of Interpersonal Violence, (24)6, 925-939.  

This study examines the sociodemographic variables of batterer men.  It finds that both aggressors and survivors of severe violence have a higher rate of immigration compared to less severe cases of violence.  This study develops a scale of risk markers that can be used to predict intimate partner femicide and severe violence, which can be used by criminal justice professionals for safety planning.   
Goldolf, E.W & White, R.J.  (2001).  Batterer Program Participants who Repeatedly
Reassault:  Psychopathic Tendencies and Other Disorders.  Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 16(4), 361-380.  

This paper profiles the personalities of batterer program participants who did not reassault their partners, reassaulted once and reassaulted repeatedly during a 15 month follow.  They found that the majority of repeat reassaulters demonstrated no serious personality dysfunction or psychopathology.  The broadest definition of psychopathic applied to over half of repeat assaulters.  A significant portion of repeaters show psychopathic tendency.  These findings imply that batterer counselling may be appropriate for high risk batterers.  
Hampton, M.R & N.Gerrard, eds.  (2006).  Intimate Partner Violence: Reflections on
Experience, Theory and Policy.  Toronto, ON.      

This essay collection on intimate partner abuse covers such subjects as: the formation and application of policy; the impact of policy on victims of violence and anti-violence workers; developing improved policies on intimate partner violence; myths about women abused by intimate partners; the nature of the abuse throughout the relationship; the impact of abuse; the genesis of the abuse; social exclusion and bondedness to cultural community; understanding intimate partner violence; defining domestic violence; risk and the abused woman; and harm reduction and abused women's safety. 
Heaton, D.Sgt D, Ontario Provincial Police Threat Assessment Unit.  Threat Assessment in
the OPP PowerPoint Presentation.    

This presentation gives an overview of the OPP threat assessment unit.  It notes who the unit is composed of and the services they provide.  It also defines threat assessment, threat assessment tools, risk and violence.  It explores what is involved and required for threat assessment and who can make use of the threat assessment unit.  

Huth, C & Lemelin-Simard, C.  (May 8, 2008).  Record of Proceedings:  Workshop on the
Intersections between Vulnerabilities and Criminal Justice Processing of Intimate
Partner Violence.    

This paper summarizes the findings of a University of Ottawa workshop on intimate partner violence.  The paper provides background information on characteristic vulnerabilities of intimate partner violence.  It also examines the relationship between the criminal justice system and these vulnerabilities. 
Kingnorth, R.  (2006).  Intimate Partner Violence:  Predictors of Recidivism in Sample
Arrestees.  Violence Against Women, 12(10), 917-935.


This article identifies variables that predict intimate partner violence recidivism.

The author finds that the use of a weapon, the offender’s prior arrest for any offense, and the presence of a protective order at the time of the precipitating incident all predicted re-arrest for intimate violence within an 18-month follow-up period. Policy changes that take these variables into account are suggested and discussed.  

Kropp, R.  (2004).  Some Questions Regarding Spousal Assault Risk Assessment.  Violence
Against Women, 10(6), 676-679.  


This article discusses risk assessment, advances in knowledge about risk assessment and controversies surrounding this issue.  Outstanding questions about risk and risk assessment are addressed.  It also offers some recommendations for future research and policy initiatives.  
Millar, A.  Department of Justice, Canada.  (2010).  Inventory of Spousal Risk Assessment
Tools used in Canada.  
This paper examines spousal violence risk assessment tools currently in use by criminal justice personnel.  It summarizes, describes and discusses risk assessment and case management tools, investigative checklists and protocols used by these personnel across the country. 
Office of the Chief Coroner of Ontario.  (2009).  Domestic Violence Death Review
Committee, Sixth Annual Report.  Toronto, ON.    

This report examines 15 cases of homicides and homicides/suicides in Ontario resulting from family violence.  It summarizes and analyzes each case, discusses the community and systemic responses and provides a statistical overview.  It also discusses separation as a critical risk factor in these kinds of homicide and suicides/homicides.  

Poisson, S.E, Education Wife Assault.  Custody and Access Assessments.  Retrieved from
http://www.womanabuseprevention.com/html/assessment.html


This article gives advice to those involved in child custody battles during separation from an abusive partner.  It explains that in such a case, the courts may turn to custody and access assessors to help them make their decision.  It details steps women should take during assessment.  It describes how the law may view such cases and how women should approach the situation with an understanding of these views.  

Registered Nurses Association of Ontario, Nursing Best Practice Program.  (March, 2005)
Woman Abuse:  Screening, Identification and Initial Response.  Toronto, ON.  

This document provides information on the screening, identification and initial response to woman abuse as part of nursing practice.  It is to be applied as a tool for individual client care, ensuring best structure and supports are in place to provide the best possible care.  It is to be used by nurses, healthcare professionals and administrators for the development of such things as policy, procedure, protocol, educational programs and assessment and documentation tools.  
Reid, M, London Children’s Aid Society.  (2010). Coordinated Response to Children
Exposed to D.V.:   Building Safety through Communication and Coordination
PowerPoint Presentation.  

This presentation discusses service coordination and conferences between community partners and families experiencing family violence.  It discusses the guiding principles of service coordination, its intended purpose and results.  It also discusses how to initiate conferences, provides case samples and discusses the services professionals that are involved.  It concludes by noting feedback on these conferences and their benefits.  
Rosenfeld, B.  (2004).  Violence Risk Factors in Stalking and Obsessional Harassment.
Criminal Justice and Behavior, 31(1), 9-36.    

This review summarizes the literature on stalking-related violence, highlighting risk
factors unique to stalking as well as those common to most offender populations.  Significant correlates of stalking-related violence include the presence of threats, substance abuse, the absence of a psychotic disorder, prior intimate relationship between victim and offender and a history of violent behavior. Results are discussed with respect to risk assessment strategies and future directions for stalking risk assessment research.
Take Action Research Project to Address Women’s Poverty and Violence against Women.
(2008).  No cherries grow on our trees.
This paper discusses the findings of the ‘No cherries Grow on Our Trees’ project; a public policy initiative designed to provide a province-wide reading on the links between women’s poverty and violence.  It provides an analysis of women’s poverty and violence from the perspective of survivors, partner organizations and the literature, and offers recommendations to address these issues.  
The Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses.  (2008).  Survivor Voices:
Welcoming women to make change; calling on services and policymakers to include
survivors in their work

This paper discusses the findings of the ‘Survivor Voices’ project; a project that sought the input of woman abuse survivors on participation in policy development and systemic change.  Participants in the project noted services/systems, practices, attitudes and policies needed improvement; inclusion of survivors should be increased; ways this increase could be accomplished; and various barriers to involvement.  The paper also notes recommended changes that should be made to systems, services and the Province of Ontario to support these women.  

The Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses.  (2004).  Choose to Change
This.  


This report reviews the affects that government policy and programs have on abused women, their children and woman abuse services.  It briefly outlines some of the struggles women experience to end violence in their lives and actions that the government should take to help these women and decrease violence.  
Thompson, M.P, Saltzman, L.E & Johnson, H.  (2003).  A Comparison of Risk Factors for
Intimate Partner Violence-Related Injury Across Two National Surveys on Violence
Against Women.  Violence Against Women, (9)4, 438-457.  



This study compares risk factors for intimate partner violence–related injury across the Canadian Violence Against Women Survey and the American National Violence Against Women Survey.  The authors determined which risk factors in each data source predicted

injury and by how much.  Certain risk factors such as whether there were child witnesses and whether the perpetrator was drinking alcohol were determined to be significant predictors of injury.  The authors explain that this data can be used to help public health practitioners more effectively work with abused women.

Victoria Department of Planning and Community Development.  Risk Assessment and Risk
Management Framework.  Retrieved from
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/women/family-violence/risk-factors-and-family
violence/risk-assessment-framework-training/risk-assessment-and-risk
management-framework-resources

This page provides information on the Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework, a government-developed risk assessment tool.  This tool is used by family violence services and a range of agencies and service sectors.  It includes practical guides, case studies and a training guide.  

Visentini, M, Hamilton Police Service.  (2010).    Hamilton High-Risk Domestic Community
Advisory Committee:  Resolving the Conflict between Confidentiality and Information
Sharing PowerPoint Presentation.  

This presentation reviews the legal framework for disclosure of personal information and reviews when disclosure can be made.  It also discusses applicable acts, regulations and their effects on actions taken by the police, including effects as they relate to family violence perpetrators.  



� Violence against women is a feminist anti-violence term that encompasses the systemically used gender-neutral term domestic violence





